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Postcards from Lowertown 2030

Nov. 2030
Dear Friend,
Had a fun day in Lowertown St. Paul today!  We 
took the light rail in from the airport, bought some 
food at the farmers’ market and had a picnic on 
the Mississippi Promenade.  Heading to a game 
tonight at the new Saints Stadium.  Hope all is 
well!

Front: new stadium, beautiful image of the 
waterfront, and bustling farmers’ market.

LOOK MOM, NO CAR!
Remember when I used to tell you how I loved 
to cross the river on my bike and see deer in 
the woods within 10 minutes?  Now there are 
wonderful bike trails on all sides of downtown.  I 
can take the train or bus anywhere from here now 
and there is everything I need within walking 
distance.

Front: no photo.

Dear Family,
What a great transformation.  I took the high 
speed train from Chicago to St. Paul this morning.  
Th e Farmers’ Market still has the same vibe as in 
2010 just bigger with more goat cheese!  Had a 
great bike ride through Vento Park - saw herons, 
eagles, and a mystery critter.  Th en took in the 
Saints experience at the Loto Ballpark - a dream 
come true!

Front: no photo.

Wow, can you believe it?
Th e arts community is even more vibrant because 
of the new community art center - classes, services, 
studios, galleries, performance space, rehearsal 
space, etc.  And guess what - you can walk to the 
River down Broadway!

Front: new community arts center photo.

Dear Loved Ones,
I arrived by train in Saint Paul yesterday.  You’ll 
be glad to know that Lowertown is thriving.  Th e 
Farmers’ Market is now open y days a week and 
there are at least fi ve new sidewalk cafes!
-Me

Front: Union Depot photo.

Had a great time visiting the Farmers’ Market and 
the Lowertown Market building (old Farmers’ 
Market Flats lot) with all the cute shops and art 
galleries.  Continued to stroll down to beautifully 
landscaped riverfront for a nice walk.

Front: no photo.



Lowertown Master Plan: Community Workshop  #1

211/30/10

Postcards from Lowertown 2030

11/30/30
Dan,
I LOVE what the city has done with the old 
parking lot when they developed the transit center 
across from Th e Great Northern!  LOVE the 
people space and green access.  Hope you love the 
condo!
Love, Dad

Front: access from Great Northern to the riverfront.

Much change with Gillette area and wasteland to 
the east.  
1-ballpark
2-housing and shops in wasteland
3-convenient parking near Farmers’ Market

Front: no photo.

St. Paul gets it.  It celebrates its past and looks to 
the future - the food was great and the Vento Park 
is as good as Chicago’s.  Oh, and the Saints won.

Front: great activity at Depot, Farmers’ Market 
expanded, great public art.

Enjoyed a perfect day in Lowertown today!  I took 
a boat in from Minneapolis, enjoyed a few beers at 
the waterfront pubs, then caught the Saints game 
under the lights.  Grabbed fresh veggies at the 
Market and took the light rail home to cook dinner 
- wish you were here!

Front: no photo.

Greetings from Lowertown
• Home of the Saints

• Restaurants galore!

• Farmers’ Market

• Great shopping

• Site of start-up businesses

• Great access to freeways

Front: no photo.

We are back visiting Lowertown.  We are amazed 
that LT has become the most desired address for 
both business and living.  Everyone now aspires to 
someday being able to aff ord to live in LT. 

Front: picture of the central square: Mears Park.
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Dear ____,
It’s wonderful to see how this place has gotten to 
where I wished it was when I lived here 20 years 
ago.  Wonderful vibrancy and access to developed 
riverfront.  No more drab.

Front: light rail is done, ballpark is in plus new 
Lafayette Bridge, all empty dilapidated buildings are 
fi lled and thriving.

No message.

Front: a map of the Mississippi from St. Paul 
(Lowertown-the navigational head) to New Orleans 
with the title Lowertown: A cultural oasis on top of the 
Mississippi.

What a vibrant district - easily accessible by many 
modes of transportation, an arts community with 
thriving restaurants.  A ballpark to die for, people 
in beautiful Mears Park, movie theaters/retail 
shops/boutiques.  aNd just a short walk to the 
mighty Mississippi.  I am completely charmed with 
this historic, yet 21st century neighborhood.  Wish 
I lived here.

Front: no photo.

Dear Jim: 
Although you didn’t live to see it, your love of 
geology has been expressed in Saint Paul’s historic 
Lowertown.  Who knew limestone lay just below 
grade or how the land drained itself in 1850 or 
what species populated the land.  You can see the 
palimpsest of all of it now.
Love, Rich 

Front: no photo.

Dear Kids,
Amazing to come back to Lowertown in 2030!  
Th e ballpark draws families, they opened the 
ballpark to green space to the east.  But the most 
spectacular change is the way they have created a 
huge, wide boardwalk from Broadway across the 
railroads and Warner Road to the river!  Reminds 
me of Battery Park in NY.  Th ey also did a great 
job with Union Depot.  Reminds me of Denver.  
Th e Farmers’ Market is still a jewel!
Love and kisses.

Front: view of Lowertown from the east - larger and 
closer showing ballpark, trains, riverfront, new access 
to river.

Dear Future Lowertown Resident,
After leaving 20 years ago, I am so glad to see 
that Lowertown became a better community,  not 
a heartless economic development.  Art thrives, 
children play, still a strong dog owner community 
exists.  Lowertown is still cutting edge with an 
artistic role.  Th e quiet sound of electric cars charge 
and drive by.  Lowertown truly is the heart of Saint 
Paul. 

Front: Mears Park with words around it that say 
Environmental, Art, Living, Fresh Air, Community, 
Sustainable, Living, Play, Friends, Dogs, Family..
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Dear Justin,
We just visited the Wacouta Commons and you 
cannot believe the trees!  Th e Saints won the 
ballgame 10-4 - and the ballpark is incredible.  Joey 
and I took the train from Chicago and the Depot 
restoration is everything and more than we thought 
it would be.  I really think you should consider a 
visit soon.

Front: no photo.

Hi guys,
I was so happy to fi nd that the arts community 
in Lowertown was still as lively as ever.  I think it 
was a great idea to designate certain buildings as 
art spaces and provide rent subsidies for artists.  I 
really enjoyed the restaurants, too! 

Front: no photo.

It really is a destination where we can walk from 
the bluff  to the river, the shops and transportation 
to the rest of the cities in the area.  Our bike path 
led us right past the Farmers’ Market to a beautiful 
site for a picnic lunch on the river.  Wish you were 
here!

Front: no photo.

It was great to arrive in St. Paul via water taxi.  Just 
like home in Boston.
 
Front: river and water taxi landing.

Lowertown is Great!  You should see the great 
green park that winds thru the district and 
connects to the river and this great place where 
you can see caves and a huge bluff .  Th e Farmers’ 
Market is crazy.  Never knew Minnesotans grew 
and made so much good food and goods.  Th e 
restaurants are cozy and even get their food for 
prep right from the Farmers’ Market.  Wish I 
lived here still.  Oh yeah, this place is also in a 
NATIONAL PARK.

Front: river and parks showing Warner Road as now a 
“real” parkway that I feel comfortable walking/biking 
on and getting across.

An amazing arts district and village atmosphere.  
All that and a day at the Farmers’ Market, the 
River and Mears Park.  Such diversity and activity 
- why did I ever leave? 

Front: no photo.
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Wow!  Arrived by paddle wheeler and walked 
through the Depot to our hotel room overlooking 
the ballpark.

Front: paddle wheel at Lowertown Landing.

What will happen for the history of downtown 
(Lowertown) business or housing.  We need a 
central main post offi  ce to see the connection to 
people as well as business.

Front: no photo.

Had lunch at the hotel (old post offi  ce).  Great 
view of the river from my table.  Walked across the 
skyway into the Depot.  Caught the LRT to the 
airport.

Front: Union Depot.

Hi Mom!
Just had a great weekend in Lowertown.  you 
wouldn’t believe how much it has changed.  Th e 
ballpark is done and awesome.  We saw a game 
there then went for some drinks on Friday.  Th ere’s 
a great rooftop bar and restaurant overlooking the 
Mississippi and the area.  On Saturday we went 
to the market and then went on a history walk 
to learn more about the area and how it was so 
important to the upper Midwest.  We also got a 
glimpse of these Artist Alleys. 

Front: Welcome to Lowertown! Union Depot, bike 
and walking trails near the river, lots of people and 
activity.

Dear friends,
I knew Union Depot would still be a gem, but I 
was pleasantly surprised to fi nd that they haven’t 
chased all the artists out.  in fact, they’ve even 
built more aff ordable live-work spaces.  THere are 
more performance spaces (heard a string quartet 
at Studio 2), the Depot microcinema is still going 
strong (saw a couple of Hitchcock fi lms there, 
just like the old days), and the Art Crawl looks to 
be bigger than ever.  So glad it’s kept its intimate 
character. 

Front: the post offi  ce artists’ live-work studios.

I fi nd a network of great open spaces establishing a 
setting for historic buildings fi lled with businesses, 
commerce and human interaction. 

Front: great image of a pedestrian/cultural/vibrant 
connection between upland spaces and the river.
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Hey Guys-
Check this out...Lowertown has expanded and 
is connected to the B.V. Nature Sanctuary now.  
All that unused railyard/parking lot space is now 
playfi elds/trails and cool trails.
XXX, Me

Front: Lowertown scene with busy Depot, lots, 
housing, ballpark, playfi elds, trails, and Bruce Vento 
Nature Sanctuary.

Lowertown is a dream come true - with historically 
correct street cab, cobblestone streets, lush trees and 
color are abound.  Th en the local shops, restaurants 
with sidewalk seating all accented with seasonal 
celebrations/decorations make it a wonderful place 
to live.

Front: Lowertown street scene with LRT, historical 
lights with banners, open space with benches, sidewalk 
seating.

Just thought I would drop a line to say that 
Lowertown has fi nally become a wonderful place 
to wander around without skyways.  Moving 
through alleys between Mears Park, the Depot, 
the Farmers’ Market and along the streets.  Th e 
restaurants, the little undiscovered spaces are 
absolutely interesting.
Love, C.
 
Front: Lowertown scene with connections to the river, 
lots of buildings and trees.

So glad to hear you are visiting Lowertown!  You 
won’t be disappointed.  Check out the rotating 
photography and artist readings along the river.  
Th ey change every 3 months and all pieces are 
done from local artists.  Be sure to take one of the 
Farmers’ Market cooking classes at the building 
adjacent to the outdoor market!  Also visit Mears 
for the food trucks/local vendors and take the 
historic self-guided walking tour-it’s like the 
Freedom Trail in Boston!  Can’t wait to see your 
pics!

Front: six photos: river artwalk, 4-season market, 
historic Galtier Th eatre watch the classics!, Union 
Depot, Mears Park, local food.


