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Funders Make Landmark Investment in Envisioning the Future of Lowertown 

 
St. Paul, MN –– July 21, 2010 –– Three major Twin Cities funders —The Lowertown Future 
Fund, the Central Corridor Funders Collaborative and The Saint Paul Foundation — have 
granted $165,000 to the Greater Lowertown Master Plan  (GLMP) Task Force to invest in 
envisioning the future of Lowertown. The GLMP Task Force, a unique multi-stakeholder 
citizen group formed to promote neighborhood decision-making and community-building 
efforts, will use the grants to secure the services of a top-quality urban planning consultant to 
guide the greater Lowertown area in master planning for the future.    
 
A unique and vital part of Saint Paul, Lowertown is on the brink of significant change, with 
more than $1 billion in infrastructure investments on the horizon.  Central Corridor light rail 
transit and Union Depot redevelopment will create dramatic changes in the Lowertown 
Historic District and a proposed regional ballpark, light rail maintenance facility, Lafayette 
Bridge redesign and Bruce Vento Nature Sanctuary improvements are reshaping the large 
tracts of developable land to the east.   
 
These investments have the potential to usher in a new, positive phase in Lowertown’s 
history, but community members recognize the need to plan carefully to make the most of the 
projects.  “To achieve these goals, we must have high-quality, creative and holistic planning 
at this juncture,” said Andrew Schlack, Chair of the CapitolRiver Council.   
  
Formed in July 2009, the GLMP Task Force is comprised of 14 members selected to 
represent the diversity of the Greater Lowertown community. Lowertown residents, artists 
and business owners are represented, and the Task Force also includes a real estate 
development specialist, urban planners, a local architect, the City’s Artist-in-Residence and 
others with specific expertise.  
 
Five members of the Task Force are members of the CapitolRiver Council (CRC) Board of 
Directors. Because the project area extends into Saint Paul’s East Side, members of the 
Dayton’s Bluff Community Council are included, as are people working on the Bruce Vento 
Nature Sanctuary as part of the Lower Phalen Creek Project. “It’s amazing to see this scale of 
collaboration, from grass-roots to grass-tops leadership, all organized by a strong citizen 
group to gain this unprecedented commitment of funding for the future of Lowertown,” 
Schlack continued. 
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The overarching mission of the Task Force is to engage community stakeholders and work 
collaboratively with Greater Lowertown area residents, businesses and local government to 
create a forward-thinking community vision.  The vision is rooted in a deep sense of place 
and identity, a commitment to sustainability and support for the arts, culture and economic 
development.  Through this innovative planning process, community stakeholders will help 
shape a vision for the future of Lowertown working side-by-side with professional planners 
through an active public participation process.  
 
“The immediate goal of the Task Force is to create a visionary Master Plan that will 
proactively guide the next phase of redevelopment and maximize the opportunities in the 
Greater Lowertown Area,” said Lowertown resident Ellen McPartlan, GLMP Task Force 
Chair.   “Over the long term, our goal is to provide ongoing community leadership and 
forums for neighborhood-based decision-making, and to achieve the City support and 
resources needed to ensure that planning is implemented effectively.” 
 
“This Task Force is the leadership in Lowertown — energized and prepared to offer a new 
generation of passionate advocates for Lowertown,” said Weiming Lu, a community leader 
and former president of the Lowertown Redevelopment Corporation, who serves as an 
advisor to the group.   
 
The Task Force is partnering with the City of St. Paul’s Departments of Planning and 
Economic Development, Parks and Recreation and Public Works to ensure that the Master 
Plan is consistent with the City’s Comprehensive Plan and has the support of the Mayor and 
City Council.  “This has been a remarkable initiative on the part of Lowertown stakeholders 
to self-organize so they have a voice in their collective future.  It is an exciting time for 
Lowertown, and we look forward to being partners with the community during this next 
phase of visioning,” said Lucy Thompson, Principal City Planner with the Saint Paul 
Department of Planning and Economic Development.  
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Photo/graphic: Greater Lowertown Area Map 
Caption:  The plan will provide a more detailed development and implementation strategy 
consistent with the Downtown Saint Paul Station Area Plan, while integrating with the land 
to the east (District 4) that stretches to the Bruce Vento Nature Sanctuary and being mindful 
of the Trout Brook area (District 5).  

 
 
GLMP Task Force Members: 
Ellen McPartlan, GLMP Task Force Chair, Lowertown resident, Capitol River Council 
BOD 
 
Justin Busch, President Northern Warehouse Artist Cooperative, Lowertown Resident 
Jacob Dorer, District 4 Representative to GLMP Task Force 
Sarah Clark, Lower Phalen Creek Project, Staff, Project Manager 
Tim Griffin, Saint Paul on the Mississippi Design Center, Director   
Michael Heelan, Lowertown resident  
Katy Lindblad, Assistant Commissioner for Community Development, MN Housing 
Finance 
Chip Lindeke, AIA, Principal, Rafferty Rafferty Tollefson Lindeke Architechts, Lower 
Phalen Creek Project Steering Committee 
Pat Lindgren, Legislative Aide for Dave Thune, St. Paul City Councilman, Ward 2 
John Mannillo, Principal, Mannillo and Associates Real Estate Agency 
Andy Remke, Black Dog Coffee & Wine Café, Owner 
Andrew Schlack, Capitol River Council Chair, Lowertown resident 
Marcus Young, City of St. Paul Artist in Residence, Downtown St. Paul Resident 
 
Advisors: 
Dave Thune, St. Paul City Councilman, Ward 2 
Lucy Thompson, Planning and Economic Development Staff—Downtown St. Paul 
Weiming Lu, Former Lowertown Redevelopment Corporation, President, Lower Phalen 
Creek Project Steering Committee, International Urban Planner and Artist 
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